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Over the past year IER has made significant progress in a number of key areas. It has set itself a number of key
challenges which focus not only on (i) scientific research, but also on (ii) developing student courses, (iii)
providing a trusted source of information to people in Fukushima prefecture thereby supporting the recovery

process (iv) significant co-operation with both national and international organisations, notably in SATREPS.

The structure and content of the annual meetings continues to improve every year. In the 2019 meeting it was
nice to see so many other scientists present as well as maintaining an open session for the public. The IER
should seriously consider taking a leading role in planning a 10" anniversary meeting with other appropriate
organisations in Japan — this would need to be developed soon as there may be a number of national and

international initiatives in this area and there will be a need to avoid overlap.

The development and success in gaining funding for the graduate program is a major step forward. Further
appropriate developments in teaching need to be considered in the future, but the current focus should be on

attracting good students and developing a high quality teaching course and learning environment.

The social contribution is dominated by Professor Tsukada and Associate Professor Wada. Both of these
scientists are key members of the scientific team. It may be helpful if other members of IER with appropriate
skills also participated more frequently to spread the commitment more evenly and develop the skills needed

for communication.

The publication output of the IER is good, especially for some of the science sections. Some science areas have
strength in many different types of output whereas other focus on certain outputs such as research
publications. As IER extends its scientific output and reputation it needs to ensure that it maintains and
enhances its national and international contributions in the different science areas as appropriate for the staff

and infrastructure support resources available.

The staff and university should be congratulated for a successful year in 2018.
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As all previous similar Symposiums, the IER Annual Symposium was well organized. All presentations have
demonstrated a good progress in quality of the research. The marine, forest and catchment research were
exceptionally well presented. IER continues strengthening collaboration with many national and international
relevant institutions. The attraction of the qualified research teams around the world allows increasing the
efficiency of the research in the areas affected by the accident, because of new expertise that can bring such a
collaboration. The proposal for Joint Use/Research Centre approved in 2018 by MEXT confirms a maturity of
the Institute and serves as an evidence high qualification of IER staff. The proposal for the creation of a master’s
program was approved by MEXT in 2018. Forty-five publications in the peer-reviewed journal is an excellent
output in dissemination of the results for relatively small and relatively young team. IER is involved in many
International activities. In 2018, an interim meeting of IAEA MODARIA Il (Modelling and Data for Radiological
Impact Assessments) project was co-hosted IER and QST-NIRS. “Modelling” research area, likely, needs to be
strengthened to provide better generalization of the available data and long-term predictions of radionuclides

behaviour in areas affected by the FDNPP accident.

DANTHV T« FRaAT7K
Following the review meeting in March 2019, one can state, that IER continuously progresses in terms of

scientific achievements and education and training.

The new structure of the IER Annual Symposium clearly improved the presentation against scientists and the
local public. The program is more diverse and demonstrates the good collaboration with national counterparts.
The selection of young researches for presenting during the plenary sessions and as part of the poster sessions
was beneficial and highly appreciated. The separation of the scientific and public sessions is surly a step in the
right direction. In a future step, the IER Annual Symposium might be expanded into an international conference

with the possibility to publish results in a journal.

IER is present at many different fields, performing excellent research in e.g. Oceans, Rivers and Lakes,
Ecosystems with Modelling with expertise in Speciation Radiochemistry, Measurement and Analysis. These
unique competences allow that experimentalists can successfully work together with modelling experts to gain
a better understanding of the underlying processes in the ecosystems. This is highly recommended to be
continued. The current portfolio of research, however, bears the risk that single work activities might be under-
budgeted in the future. To overcome this, a vision paper should be developed that demonstrated the research

needs of IER in the long term. This vision paper will support long-term funding requests.

The establishing of a graduate program was acknowledged as a sensible way forward to establish and
demonstrate visibility and to develop knowledge in that area in Japan. To establish a PhD is the necessary
consequence in that area. This is also in line with the excellent progress in research collaborations

demonstrated during the symposium.

Finally, as there will a the 10 years anniversary of the Fukushima disaster in 2021, IER might consider to prepare

a special report or book that summarises their experience in research and interaction with the public.
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